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Abstract 
This paper examines the factors of regional rural-urban migration in Bangladesh. Key 
objective of this article is to examine the results of the first phase, i.e, the findings of the 
2006 survey, compare with the recent outcomes. The econometric model is developed to 
observe the association between dependent and the exploratory determinants variables.  It 
is found that the underlying cause of migration is mainly driven by economic and social 
factors ie, monga, poverty, unemployment, kinship, migrant economic development at the 
origin, default of loan and changing hereditarily businesses. In the migration process the 
push factors are more active then pull factors, as poverty and unemployment always push 
the poor villagers to change their residence to the cities. After migration majority of the 
migrants comparatively improved their livelihoods in the city during the period of last ten 
years. Although poor migrants have contributed significantly to the economic growth and 
gained from higher wages in higher productivity areas, they remain socially and 
economically excluded from the wider benefits of economic growth such as access to food 
and education, housing, sanitation and freedom. The study results highlight the need to 
target migrant groups and urban poor within urban areas in the provision of availability of 
work and social care services. 
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1.1 Study background  
Motivation of this research begins with a 
doctoral research proposal from the 
principal researcher's Institute of 
Bangladesh Studies (IBS), University of 
Rajshahi. In the history of Bangladesh, 
migration is as important as both internal 
and international but there is lack of 
research in this field either academic or 
professional field. Although there are 
few international and some of the overall 
internal migration literature but there is 
scarcity in the regional field. Dhaka is the 
capital of Bangladesh, so most of the 
internal migration has been based on the 
city of Dhaka. However, the divisional 
cities that are Bangladeshi cities do play 
a significant role in economic, financial 
and social issues, and they are related to 
the many unknown history of migration. 
After the establishment of Rajshahi City 
Corporation, the infrastructure of this 
city is improving day by day and 
economic and social prosperity is also 
increasing. Each new area is a new 
housing project, so it seems apparently 
that all classes of people are coming in 
this city, someone either may be for 
permanently or other temporarily. As the 
number of high and middle class of 
society is rising, as well as the number of 
marginal and underdeveloped 
households are also increasing, who are 
also living in the city corporation area 
alongside the railway, the bank of Padma 
and other areas, as a result a new 
unplanned and unhealthy slums are being 
developed. And these slum dwellers 
mainly coming from other districts of this 
division are identified as marginal 
economic and low social class 
households of the society. 
The people of this class are involved in 
various occupations of this city, which 
are directly and indirectly playing a vital 
role in the development and social 
system of the city (Chowdhury 1978). 
The fundamental purpose of this research 
is to review these households why they 
left their origin but not moved to the 
capital city, where the labor price is 
higher than the divisional city, and also 
its impact is reflected in the overall 
regional city social system and marginal 
households. 
1.2 Objectives 
The specific research objectives of this 
study are as follows: 
1. to propose a econometric model for 
analysing determinants of rural urban 
migration; 
2. to test the model by applying cross 
sectional survey data; and 
3. to find out most influential 
determinants of regional rural urban 
migration of the marginal segment of the 
society. 
2.1 Literature review  
Migration scholars have recently noted 
the conceptual and cultural shift in the 
refashioning of identity in which 
movement becomes the basis of new 
identity formation (Urry 2000). As such, 
Urry (2000) explores a mobile identity, 
Beck (2006) of a cosmopolitan identity, 
and Clifford (1997) of an uprooted 
identity. Moving away from the literature 
on migration and diasporas that views 
movement as a form of dislocation and 
displacement from home, Chu (2010) 
argues that to migration is to belong in a 
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desirable world where mobility is often 
considered a force of social reproduction. 
In few cases, causes and consequences in 
international migration are almost similar 
to internal migration but there 
dissimilarities are also found (Glick-
Schiller and Salazar 2013). Internal 
migration can be found in advanced 
countries such as Australia, Europe and 
America, as well as developing countries 
such as India, China etc (Glick-Schiller 
and Caglar 2011). Although this process 
is almost common in nature on one hand, 
the reasons and effects are not the same 
in respect of the social and economic 
class. In the social and economic class, 
there are also some pros and cons 
(Massey 1993).   
In terms of migration costs, social 
scientists are considering as social 
capital, social cost and so on, as well as 
economists are looking for economic 
perspective (Salazar and Smart 2012). 
There is also combined both as they are 
analyzing as socioeconomic aspects. In 
case of causes of internal migration, there 
is the diversity of the different socio-
economic aspects of different countries. 
If it can be discussed, specifically at 
subject-specific, then it will become a bit 
clearer. For instance, many studies have 
identified natural disasters as a result of 
environmental and geographic research. 
According to the origin, nature and 
consequences of these natural disasters 
can be similar or dissimilar in one region 
to other. Suddenly, the beautiful city is 
losing its habitat and the means of 
livelihood because of 
earthquake/landscapes. Somewhere, the 
seasonal disaster is forced to break the 
nuisance of the normal rule of nature, to 
move people away elsewhere. 
Respondents' areas of the research are not 
beyond this rule. Therefore, in this 
analysis, Monga, flood, river erosion and 
storm demanded special analysis of these 
four variables in this context. 
Since Bangladesh is a poor country in the 
third world, though it is currently heading 
towards middle-income countries, 
poverty and unemployment are 
considered for analyzing from social 
classification (Kazal,et.al 2012). In the 
analysis of social science, there are many 
factors influenced in internal migration 
and mostly indicates that social 
classification is very important. 
However, due to consistent studies, it is 
seen that comparatively large household 
size is likely moved towards international 
or internal migration process based on 
economic conditions, because of family 
members being more. Gender studies 
show that in this type of socioeconomic 
situation, women usually go away from 
the village due to their marital bondage 
and go to the husband's city and work 
there for an extra income for the family. 
There is also evidence that if the family 
gets good results of a migration, then he 
also helps many other members of their 
household or relatives, and also 
cooperates with the migration process. 
Various studies shows that social 
discrimination is one the important factor 
of internal migration and it can be raised 
due to the deterioration of his economic 
condition or religious beliefs and values 
(Kang 2010). 
The political context is a common 
variable, especially for both migrations 
(Chakrabarty 2000). Political 
considerations for this research area are a 
very important issue, because it has 
already been said that it is an 
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international border area, i.e very near 
India, a backward hilly region. Although 
the country was divided in 1947, there are 
many social and economic ties before the 
partition of the country. Various types of 
political conflicts and changes of the 
government system can be seen in 
different times. As a result, it is very easy 
to cross the border of the countries, 
especially the people of this class 
(Amrita  and Mishra, 2011). So it seems 
that the importance of two important 
cross-border crossings and clash analysis 
is immense. 
Since the number of low-income slum 
dwellers is increasing in the 
neighbourhood along with the elite 
family, in this case it can be thought that 
changes in the socio-economic condition 
of previous migration may have some 
positive impact in the areas where these 
migrants are coming from. Although this 
type of variable did not come as a 
consideration of other research, even 
prior study was not considered in 2006. It 
can determine that in those who have 
previously participated in the migration 
process, there are two types of 
influences, which are usually seen in the 
international migration process. As a 
result of international migration, many of 
their economic improvement have a 
radical change, which affect the 
migration of others. Again, with the 
change of financial condition, social 
status also increased slightly. It is 
believed that in the community of its 
marginalized group, therefore two 
important variables are considered for 
analysis of this research such as 
household economic development and 
increase social status at the origin 
(Michaud 2010). 
When we look at the pattern of 
Bangladeshi migrations from the 
international (Mannan & Farhana 2014) 
circumstance (Mannan 2017), we see 
numerous variables (Mannan 2015), 
however, all the variables do not seem 
very reasonable in this study, but it would 
not be logical to exclude certain things 
altogether. As one of these marginalized 
people, there is a tendency to survive on 
their own soil. Because of the survival 
struggle, the moneylender business has 
been running since for a long period. The 
marginal people, after being mortgaged 
with their minimum assets such as house 
houses, jewelleries etc., have become 
lenders to high interest rates (Shahzada 
and Karim, 2004). In the recent, loans 
from some NGOs have been paid in 
advance of the past moneylenders, but 
they have been locked in new loans 
(Samad 2000). On the contrary, natural 
calamity is leaving the last hope, thus, in 
the hope of surviving the last survival of 
the city, 
Therefore, in analyzing this research 
paper, it has been conceptualized with 
nineteen independent variables for 
connecting two new variables with 
seventeen variables in previous research 
(2008). Further detailed analysis will be 
done in the next chapter. 
3.1 Methodology  
This study was basically two stages. The 
first step was to collect data in 2006 and 
the second step was January-June 2016. 
A total of 1350 households have been 
identified from both the neighbourhoods 
of Ramchandropur and Bhadra who were 
interviewed with a set of small 
questionnaire in the form of a face sheet. 
Subsequently, after identifying a total 
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number of 300 followed Krejcie & 
Morgan (1970) poor migrants and 
interviewed most extensively with a set 
of lengthy questionnaire.  
3.1.1 Empirical analysis 
In this study, multivariate analysis was 
used to assess the relative contributions 
made by the factors affecting individual 
migration. Estimation signs and the 
significance of the determinants will 
indicate the relative influence of a range 
of possible determinants of the size of 
and variations in individual migration. 
To operationalise the Regression 
Equation, a list of variables is required. 
Following the literature review, the 
determinants of migration in the study 
areas were placed in the following 
categories: 
(a) individual characteristics  
(b) household characteristics 
(c) asset inventory of the household 
(d) expenditure and welfare activities of 
the household.  
Each of these categories comprises 
multiple variables. Therefore, to obtain 
effective outcomes, the most important 
variables referred to in the literature were 
considered for the analysis. After 
identification of the variables, the model 
was as follows (equation 1): 
 
Here, e1 is error term. The definition of 
variables in the regression equation 
above is given in Annexure I. Since the 
migration status and household 
characteristics are heterogeneous in 
terms of socioeconomic impact, the 
magnitude of migration determinants 
must vary among different categories of 
households. To identify the important 
migration determinants, all the variables 
from the survey data have been included 
in Equation 1.  
Although the variables are logically 
included in the model, all the exogenous 
variables may not be statistically 
significant. A range of variations in 
statistical non-significance may be 
observed for some variables. Some 
variables may need to be removed, as if 
they are, the highest non-significant 
variable will be deleted first and the 
process is iterated until the best model fit 
is obtained.  
For the first regression (Equation 1) 
outcomes of the full model are provided 
in Table 1.1. The empirical results 
indicate that some of the potential 
variables are statistically non-significant. 
For the equation taken as a whole, the R2 
(0.602), F value (.542) and a ‘p’ value 
nearest to zero. Thus, the results 
postulate that all independent 
(explanatory) variables in aggregate 
affect the dependent variable by the 
household. 
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Table 1.1: Full model regression results 
 
The statistical assumption test and 
multicollinearity provides a condition of 
linear relationships among either all 
predictor variables or few of them in the 
regressions equation. Usually, the whole 
procedure appears at the time when either 
all or few of the explanatory variables in 
the regressions model is strongly 
significant to each other. Therefore, the 
multicollinearity test is very important 
for selecting the best fit model of 
regression. Thus, the researcher used the 
multicollinearity test for the present 
study.  
The regression results are shown in Table 
1.2. The multicollinearity for the high R2 
(0.602) and 9 variables are not 
statistically significant in the initial 
regressions model of 10 variables. Since 
the classical symptoms of 
multicollinearity – high R2 but few 
significant t ratios – are found in the first 
model, clarification is needed of the 
statistical problem by observing the 
variance and covariance of the regression 
estimators. As Gujarati (2003, p. 350) 
states, ‘the OLS estimators and standard 
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error can be sensitive to even the smallest 
change in the data’. The increase of 
variance and covariance of coefficients 
are falsified and this can be observed 
with ‘variance-inflating factor (VIF)’ and 
‘tolerance (TOL)’ also in Table 1.1. 
 
Table 1.2: Regression results of stage II 
 
As stated earlier, the variables are 
considered for removal sequentially 
based on their statistically non-
significant ‘p’ value in the equations. For 
instance, the regression outcomes of the 
first model (Equation 1: long regression) 
in Table 1.1 shows that R2 =0.602, and 
adjusted R2 =0.545 with an acceptable 
value of d=1.871. The elimination 
process was begun by discarding the 
variable which had the highest p value 
(0.909), from the first model. This 
procedure was continued until a best fit 
model for the explanatory variables was 
found. The result of the whole backward 
elimination process is given in Table 1.2. 
The ultimate outcome is the first best fit 
model as represented in the following 
equation 2 : 
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However, the results obtained using 
Equation 2 are shown in Table 1.2 shows 
that R2 is slightly decreased (0.502) 
compared to the first model (0.602) with 
10 explanatory variables. This was 
expected as increasing the number of 
variables increases the value of R2 and 
vice versa. In this stage, the ‘p’ value of 
the one explanatory variable was 
statistically insignificant. Therefore, a 
further backward elimination process 
was taken to arrive at the best fit model. 
This procedure is continued until a best 
fit model for the explanatory variables 
was reached. The results of the whole 
backward elimination process are given 
in Table 1.3. The ultimate outcome of the 
best fit model is represented in the 
following equation: 
 
Table 1.3: Best fit regression model results 
 
The best fit model shown Table 1.3 has 
only 7 explanatory variables with 
statistical significance levels in the range 
of 1 per cent to 5 per cent. Both 
regressions, long and short, provide the 
degree of the direction and strength of 
causality between the dependent and 
explanatory variables, which are the 
determinants identified in the literature.  
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4.1 Discussion  
One of the fundamental objectives of this 
article is to examine the results of the first 
stage, i.e, the results of the 2006 study, 
compare with the recent results, whether 
or not there is any change in the interval 
of time, and to see the significance level 
of two new variables. Three stages 
regression model have been employed.  
In the long regression model which can 
be seen in nine variables are very highly 
significant. There were similarities with 
the earlier result in the 2006 and also 
attested to other studies too. It is to be 
noted here that in the nine significant 
variables, seven variables were exactly 
the same as 2006 and two variables are 
completely new. In the second stage, the 
short regression model shown that a new 
variable has been dropped, but the 
previous seven variables remain 
unchanged, that is, the total of eight 
variables was extremely significant. 
Finally, the final model shown that only 
seven variables were extremely 
significant, even if the previous one was 
excluded, a new variable was strongly 
significant. 
It was seen that all the causes (natural 
disaster, economic, social factors, impact 
of migration at the origin and other 
factor) are the marginal group affecting 
in the internal rural urban migration of 
the regional city except political reason. 
The three-stage regression model works 
more like a microscope, and more deeply 
informs that splitting each major part into 
even a tiny bit was seen as the main cause 
for it coming out very smoothly. For 
example, the model was examined four 
sub-sectors of the natural disasters such 
as monga, flood, river erosion and storm. 
In the case of early analysis, monga and 
floods were one of the main causes, but 
ultimately the flood does not carry much 
importance at the final stages to compare 
to others variables. It can be analyzed in 
such a way that monga is one of the most 
permanent problems in the northern 
region, making these marginalized 
people to move a city, one the other hand, 
floods, river erosion and storms, these 
three natural disasters may be temporary 
problems, which are not their long-term 
colonists 
In the second stage, it was appeared that 
the impact of migration at the origin of 
the subsector economic development of 
the migrant’s remains, but the increase 
social status was not significant. In this 
case, it can be assumed that the increase 
social status meant to be primarily 
important, but could not survive the 
competition even if it had some impact. 
Similarly, the final model did not survive 
the flood. It can also be explained that as 
a significant determinant from the socio-
economic point of view was shown the 
natural disaster monga along with other 
natural causes, this marginal group is 
mainly engaged in regional rural urban 
migration and the use of kinship as a 
powerful tool for economic reasons. 
5.1 Conclusion  
This study explores that there is a wide 
variety of socioeconomic determinants of 
internal rural-urban migration in 
different places. Even in other areas of 
Bangladesh, there may be exceptions, but 
in the case of regional migration of the 
Rajshahi region, the seven determinants 
such as monga, poverty, unemployment, 
kinship, migrant economic development 
at the origin, default of loan and changing 
hereditarily businesses are significantly 
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influencing the slums of Rajshahi City 
Corporation of the marginalized people 
of eight districts. Since, monga is one of 
the most famous historical reasons for the 
northern region of Bangladesh, due to 
which the number of marginal families 
increases day by day, therefore, 
alternative long-term economic 
development plan and implementation is 
very important for them. However, it is 
not enough to identify the only reason for 
monga, such as other natural disasters in 
the local economy; government should 
needs to take new steps, so that they can 
improve their social status. 
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Variable specification 
Annexure I: Specification of variables for multivariate analysis 
 
